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Principal’s Message 
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which Tambo Upper Primary school
gathers, the Gunai Kurnai people. I would like to pay my respects to their elder’s past, present, and
emerging.

Challenging ourselves to improve

Over the first four weeks of school, there have been so many wonderful examples of great
learning from Prep through to Grade 6. In the classroom and in Specialist classes, students are
challenging themselves to do their very best work. Our teachers and Education Support staff
have done a great job in ensuring the classroom is calm, safe and engaging. Within this space,
students are able to take risks with their learning, not be afraid of making mistakes (and
understand that making mistakes is a key part of learning), and be open to feedback about their
work.
 
Congratulations to all the students who take these risks every day, work towards their learning
goals and strive to continually improve. We are always incredibly proud of your efforts with your
learning.
 
Just as our students challenge themselves with their learning, we do the same thing as staff
members. We have a constant focus on Professional Learning, trying new approaches, making
continual improvements in our practice, and being open to feedback. Modelling this approach to
self-improvement and learning is a really crucial part of being a teacher. 
 
At home, it is also incredibly valuable as parents to share with our children our own learning
journeys, challenges we face, and the efforts we have to make to improve in anything we do.
Being role models of resilience and life-long learning has a major influence on our children.



School Council Elections

We are calling for nominations for the 2022 School Council. 
 
I strongly encourage parents to nominate to be a part of our School Council. It is a great way to
actively participate in your children's school and we are strengthened by having a broad range of
viewpoints and experiences that parents bring.
 
The Nomination and Self Nomination Forms are below, or they can be collected from the school
office. Nominations for School Council must be returned to the office by 4:00pm on Wednesday
9th March 2022. Further information regarding an election will be distributed after the
nominations have closed. If you have any questions or would like to discuss School Council,
please feel free to contact me. The forms to complete are available at the main office and I will
also send them out to parents via Xuno. 

Thanks to the families who have been able to visit the main office/BPAY/ or pay direct the family
payment arrangements. If you require another family payment arrangement form please pick
one up at the main office.

Extension of COVID safety measures

 We want to thank parents and students for the great job they have done in keeping our school
as safe as possible by following important COVIDSafe measures such as mask-wearing, physical
distancing, ventilation, getting vaccinated and rapid antigen testing.
This has meant that our school has remained open and our students in class. This is a fantastic
outcome and a testament to the hard work of parents, carers, students and school staff.

Rapid antigen tests

To keep schools as safe as possible, the Victorian Government has extended the COVIDSafe
measures introduced for the beginning of Term 1. This includes extending the availability of free
rapid antigen tests (RAT) for screening until the end of term. It is anticipated an additional 24
million RATs will be provided to schools and early childhood settings to continue to support early
detection and prevent infection, for use at home.
The need for this program will continue to be monitored and may end earlier based on health
advice. This is great news and will mean we’re able to continue identifying COVID-19 cases as
early as possible, reducing the impact on our school and individuals.



Department of Health modelling indicates that in the first two weeks of school returning, the
program has already prevented more than 21,000 cases in schools alone. Their modelling
indicates, assuming a 75 percent compliance rate with screening of students, that by continuing
RAT screening in schools for the full 10 weeks of Term 1, we will prevent:

- 61,000 COVID-19 infections in children aged 5 to 17
- more than 150,000 COVID-19 infections in the overall community (on average 15,000 per week
over 10 weeks, or more than 2,100 per day)
- around 400 hospital admissions.

The department will continue to supply RATs to our school for your use. We will provide you with
details of their distribution next week.
 
Twice-a-week testing continues to be strongly recommended for both students and staff. 
 
Testing will be conducted at home, and students and staff need to report any positive results.
There is no requirement to report a negative result.

Vaccination

Vaccination is another key component to protect students and staff in school settings.
There are lots of convenient options to access vaccinations. These include state-wide vaccination
hubs, your local GP or pharmacy.
You can book your appointment in a few different ways, including: 
·online: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine
·by phone: 1800 675 398 (Coronavirus Hotline)
·In person: talk to your local pharmacy, doctor, or attend a state-wide vaccination hub. 
·using the COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder - COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder | Australian
Government Department of Health

Ventilation

Improving ventilation is one of the most effective measures to keep education settings safe.
51,000 air purifiers were delivered to schools by Term 1, 2022 to support COVIDSafe settings in
schools.
Up to an additional 60,000 air purifiers will be rolled out to schools ahead of winter to
supplement natural and mechanical ventilation during the cooler months. 

Mask rules will remain the same in Primary School, with students in Grade 3 and above required
to wear masks – although they will not be required outdoors.

On behalf of the school, I would like to thank you again for your continued support in helping
your child to complete the rapid antigen tests and other COVID Safe measures. As a result of
these efforts our school can continue providing a safe environment for students and staff. 
 
Dee Kearsley,
Principal 
Tambo Upper Primary School

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-clinic-finder


Our school values are ‘Be Safe’, ‘Be a
Learner’, ‘Be Respectful’, ‘Be Responsible’

and ‘Be a Friend’. We all try to
demonstrate these behaviors everyday. 

Congratulations to the
following students for receiving

a bee card this week:

Yellow Room

Blue Room

Red Room

Orange Room

Purple Room

Lacey, Miller, Ruby, Findlay & Makenzie

Ronin, Hunter E, Zac & Max R

Deagan, Jye &Harmony

Max K, Zoe, Tavish & Nina

Iris, Isla, Megan & Rylee
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Tambo Upper Primary
School Strategic Goals

 
Improve Literacy and Numeracy

for all students.
 

Develop self-motivated,
responsible and curious learners.

 
Students will have the capacity
and confidence to successfully

interact with peers and the
community.




